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Dainius LiSkevicius

O kas, jeigu? / Situacija / Paralelés, 2022

Eksterjeras. Rotusés laiptai. Apvirtes gulintis lengvasis automobilis... Reikty tikriausiai grjzti j 2001 m,,
kazkur kovo-balandzio ménesj, kai Lietuvoje turéjo jvykti NATO Parlamentinés asambléjos sesija, o Vilniuje,
Siuolaikinio meno centre - jsikurti ofisai. Ta proga buvo surengta paroda ,NATO sienos, kurig organizavo SMC
(kuratoriai Kestutis Kuizinas ir Evaldas Stankevi¢ius). | paroda buvo pakviesti menininkai ant 19-os SMC sieny
sukurti meno karinius svarbia Lietuvai politinio Zingsnio tema. Pakvieté ir mane. Ant dviejy viena prieSais kita
stovinciy sieny, perpiesiau i$ vaiky knygelés labirinte esancius animacinius herojus - amerikietiSkus ir rusiskus, jie
buvo sukeisti vietomis ir sukaré dvi komiskas situacijas, rusiskas vilkas ,Na palauk“ gaudé peliuka DZzerj, o
amerikietiSkas katinas Tomas - zuikj. Tuo metu j situacija paziaréjau ironiskai, dvi supergalios, dvi supervalstybés...
PieSiniai ant sieny buvo visa laika vykstant NATO Parlamentinei asambléjai.

Pasibaigus asambléjai, 2002 m. Vilniaus Rotuséje ir jos prieigose turéjo jvykti renginys, susijes su Lietuvos
stojimu j NATO. Saugumo uztikrinimo tikslais metaliniais atitvarais buvo apjuosta Rotusés aikstés teritorija, nes
turéjo atvykti tuometinis JAV prezidentas G. W. Bush, susitikti su Lietuvos prezidentu V. Adamkumi ir pasakyti
kalba vilnieciams. Lietuvoje jis planavo apsilankyti iSkart po NATO virStniy susitikimo Prahoje, kur trys Baltijos
valstybés ir dar keturios kandidatés i$ Ryty Europos tikéjosi pakvietimo j Aljansa. Tuo metu vazinéjau prancizisku
automobiliu Citroén BX, jis kartais spyriodavosi ir tadien sustojo Rotusés aikstéje Salia knygyno ir niekaip
nebenoréjo uzsikurti. Tai buvo jau ne pirmas kartas, tad taip nutikus, turéjau tradicija eiti j kavine suvalgyti ,,Kijevo“
kotleta, kiek nurimti ir apmastyti naujus savo dienos planus. Nepamenu kaip, bet takart Citroén‘a pertempiau prie
SMC centrinio jéjimo ir palikau riogsoti gatvéje kelias dienas, o gal net ir visg savaite prie$ pat minéta rengini...

Pamenu, tadien snaduriavau namuose, kai paskambino i§ policijos ir liepé atvykti prie SMC ir nuvaryti
automobilj, nes trukdo saugumui garantuoti. Atvykes tuoj bandziau jj uzkurti, kas paprastai ir jvykdavo, bet ta karta
masina neuzsikaré, nekreipdama démesio nei j mano bandymus, nei j prasymus, nei j policininko raginimus. Po
keliolikos minuciy nesékmingo bandymo, pasakiau, kad ji nesikuria. Pareigtinas greitai kilsteléjo ranka ir sustabdé
pravaziuojantj taksi, liepdamas nutempti mano automobilj, kurio galas jau beveik guléjo ant zemés. Taksistas dar
bandé sakyti, kad paslauga kainuos desimt lity, bet policininko Zvilgsnis akimirksniu sutvarké & reikalg ir taksistui
teko atlikti misija jau neprieStaraujant. Trakteléjo, maSina uzsikareé ir a$ su ,pabudusiu“ BX parvaziavau namo. Iki
Siol prisimenu mitinge nuskambéjusia Amerikos prezidento fraze: ,,Tie, kurie pasirinkty Lietuva savo priesu, tapty
ir Jungtiniy Amerikos Valstijy prieSu“.

Nezinau, ar egzistuoja paraleliniai pasauliai ir kas juose vyksta, bet masy samoné tikrai generuoja
paraleles... O kas, jeigu tai, kas vyksta Ukrainoje, jau vykty ir pas mus? Neatmetama, kad tai gali ir jvykti? O gal mes
jau kovojame su Rusija Treciajj pasaulinj kara?!

Dainius Liskevicius,
2022 m. rugséjo 13 d.
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What if? /Situation / Parallels, 2022

Exterior. The Town Hall stairs. A vehicle lying overturned... We should probably go back to 2001, sometime
between March and April, when the NATO Parliamentary Assembly was due to meet in Lithuania, and the offices
were to be set up in Vilnius, at the Contemporary Art Centre (CAC). On that occasion, the exhibition “NATO
Walls” was organised by the CAC (curated by Kestutis Kuizinas and Evaldas Stankevicius). Artists were invited to
create artworks on the 19 walls of the CAC corresponding to the theme of this important political step. They
invited me too. On two opposite walls, | redrew the cartoon characters from children’s book in a maze - American
and Russian - swapping places and creating two comical situations, with the Russian wolf from Well, Just You
Wait! (original Nu, pogodi!) chasing Jerry the mouse and the American cat Tom chasing the hare. At the time |
looked at the situation ironically and depicted two superpowers... The drawings on the walls stayed throughout
the NATO Parliamentary Assembly.

After the Assembly, in 2002, an event was to take place in Vilnius Town Hall and its surroundings to mark
Lithuania’s accession to NATO. For security reasons, the territory of the Town Hall Square was surrounded by
metal fencing, as the then-US President George W. Bush was due to arrive to meet the Lithuanian President Valdas
Adamkus and to deliver a speech to the citizens of Vilnius. He planned to visit Lithuania immediately after the
NATO summit in Prague, where the three Baltic States and four other candidates from Eastern Europe were
hoping to be invited to join the Alliance. | was driving a French Citroén BX at the time, which used to get stuck
sometimes, and the other day it stopped in the Town Hall Square next to a bookshop and would not start. It was
not the first time that this had happened, so | had a tradition of going to a café to eat a Chicken Kiev, calm down
a bit and reflect on my new plans for the day. | don’t, remember how, but on that occasion, | dragged the Citroén
to the main entrance of the CAC and left it on the street for a few days, if not an entire week, just before the
event...

| remember | was snoozing at home that day, when the police called and told me to come to the CAC and
remove the car because it was obstructing security. When | arrived, | immediately tried to start it, which would
usually, but this time the car wouldn’t start, ignoring my attempts, my requests, as well as a policeman urging us.
After several minutes of unsuccessful attempts, | told him that it would not start. The officer quickly raised his
hand and stopped a passing taxi, ordering it to tow my car, the back of which was almost on the ground. The taxi
driver tried to say that the service would cost ten litas, but the policeman’s glance instantly settled the matter,
and the taxi driver was able to carry out the mission without any objection. He tugged the car, it started, and |
drove home in my reawakened BX. | still remember the phrase of the American President at the rally: “anyone
who would choose Lithuania as an enemy has also made an enemy of the United States of America”.

| don’t know if there are parallel worlds and what is happening in them, but our consciousness does
generate parallels indeed... What if what is happening in Ukraine is already happening in the parallel Lithuania as
well? Is it possible that it could happen? Or maybe we are already fighting the World War Il with Russia?

Dainius Liskevicius,
13 September 2022
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Dainius Liskevicius prie Citroén BX, 2002 m.

Dainius Liskevicius next to Citroén BX, 2002
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Dainius LiskeviCius (g. 1970) yra vienas aktyviausiy Lietuvos ,ltzio kartos“ menininky, Zenkliai
prisidéjusiy prie dailés raiskos atsinaujinimo po nepriklausomybés atkarimo. Savo karyboje jis tolygiai
plétoja instaliacijos, fotografijos, performanso ir kitas sritis, toliau trindamas zanry ribas ir ieSkodamas
naujy formy Siuolaikinikme mene. LiskeviCiaus karybai budingas socialinis angazuotumas,
kontekstualumas, ironija, visuomenés kritika. Reaguodamas | konkrecios vietos topografija jis tiria
zmoniy elgsenas ir patirtis, identiteto ir kultdros vertybes, vieSy ir privaciy erdviy, kolektyvinés ir
asmeninés atminties susiddrima. 2015 metais Dainius LiSkeviCius atstovavo Lietuva 56-oje Venecijos
Siuolaikinio meno bienaléje, kurioje pristaté projekta ,Muziejus”. Projektas ,Labyrinthus® 2014-2015 m.
rodytas Siuolaikinio meno centre, 2018 m. i¥leistas knygos pavidalu. Autorius yra surenges vir§ 20
personaliniu, parodu, Lietuvoje, Italijoje, Lenkijoje, Vokietijoje, JAV, Svedijoje. Dainius Li$kevi¢ius 2011 m.
buvo apdovanotas Auksiniu scenos kryziumi. 2019 m. - LRT ,Metu, vizija“ uz Petro Cvirkos skvero
paminklo renovacijos projekta ,,ABC / Paminklo kinetiné transformacija“. 2021 m. menininkui suteikta
Lietuvos nacionaliné kultdros ir meno premija.

Sis Dainiaus Likevi¢ius darbas yra Siuolaikinés skulptros pristatymo netradicinése erdvése
projekto dalis. Jo metu, kas ménesj Vilniaus rotusés fasade bus eksponuojamas vis kito Siuolaikinio
Lietuvos menininko karinys. Projekta organizuojanti (AV17) galerija jsikarusi Totoriy g. Vilniuje, yra
vienuolika mety aktyviai su Siuolaikiniu menu dirbanti erdvé. Tai viena i$ nedaugelio Lietuvoje veikianciy
galerijy, pristatanti iSskirtinai skulpt@ros ir instaliacijos meng. Be nuolatinés parodinés veiklos, galerija
jgyvendina jvairius tarptautinius ir regioninius meninius bei edukacinius projektus, vykdo mainy
programas su uzsienio ir Lietuvos kadréjais, taip skatindama Siuolaikinio meno sklaidag masy Salyje ir
Europoje.

Daugiau informacijos: www.avi7gallery.com, www.liskevicius.lt

Projekta dalinai finansuoja Lietuvos kulttros taryba, Vilniaus miesto savivaldybeé.
Projekto partneris - Vilniaus miesto Rotuse.
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Dainius Liskevicius (b. 1970) belongs to the generation of artists, who have significantly contributed
to the renewal of artistic expression after the restoration of Lithuanian Independence. In his works, he uses
installation, photography, performance and other media, further breaking the boundaries between different
disciplines and searching for new forms in contemporary art. His works are characterised by social
engagement, contextuality, irony and social critique. Reacting to the topography of a specific place, he
examines human behaviour and experience, identity and cultural values, collisions of public and private
spaces and collective and personal memory. His project “Museum” was presented at the Venice Biennale in
2015, project “Labyrinthus” in 2014-2015 was displayed at the Contemporary Art Centre in Vilnius and in 2018
it was published as a book. The artist has had over 20 solo shows (in Italy, Poland, Germany, USA, Sweden,
Lithuania). In 2011 he received the Lithuania’s Golden Cross of the Stage award and in 2019 - LRT’s “Vision of
the Year” award for the renovation project of Petras Cvirka Monument “ABC / Kinetic Transformation of a
Monument”.

This work by Dainius LiskeviCius is part of the project of presenting contemporary sculpture in
non-traditional spaces. During it, the work of a different contemporary Lithuanian artist will be exhibited
every month on the facade of the Vilnius Town Hall. (AV17) Gallery, which organizes the exhibition, is
located in Vilnius and is a space that has been actively working with contemporary art for eleven years.
It is one of the few galleries operating in Lithuania, presenting the art of an exclusively contemporary
object, sculpture, and installation. In addition to its continuous exhibition activities, the gallery
implements various international and regional, artistic and educational projects, and carries out
exchange programs with foreign and Lithuanian creators, thus promoting the dissemination of
contemporary art in our country and Europe.

More info: www.av17gallery.com, www.liskevicius.It

The project is partly supported by Lithuanian Council for Culture and Vilnius City municipality.
Project partner - Vilnius Town Hall.
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